TR- 606 [=Roland

Operation Manual

Important Notes
e This unit features non-volatile memory which

will retain the Data you have written (such - TR-606

. Computer Controlled

as Track compositions ) even when switched
off and disconnected from any external power
source. This back-up circuit, however, relies
on its batteries, therefore not available if the

batteries are flat or not securely connected.
Please be sure to keep the batteries securely
connected even while using the AC adaptor.
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INTRODUCTION

The Roland TR-606 is a portable, economical,
automatic and fully programmable rhythm
device, which can memorize your own rhythms
with exceptional flexibility. With it you can
write and record different percussive rhythms
into non-volatile memory (battery back-up},
with up to seven different drum sounds plus
accent. Then you can adjust the volume of each
percussion sound with individual level controls
for full flexibility over the final mix.
Programming several rhythms can be accom-
plished and stored in a particular order in the
memory, forming the entre rhythm track of a
song. This music can then quite easily be
amended, since the TR-606 includes a simple,
yet effective, editting facility.

In this manual, we shall refer to each bar of
music as a "Rhythm Pattern”.

So, the TR-606 has mainly 2 basic functions.
One of them is "“Writing/Playing a Rhythm Pat-
tern’’, the other is “Writing/Playing a Rhythm
Track”. The former describes the writing of in-
dividual bars into computer memory, to be
played later, while the latter discribes writing
the entire rhythm track of a piece of music into
computer memory, which also may be played
later.

The TR-606 can do all this, and more, so each
switch has at.least two functions. Furthermore,
adjacent Rhythm Patterns may be ‘‘chained”’
together into single, more complex patterns, for
divisions as small as sixty-fourth notes, or for
more complex time signatures.

When using the Track Write function, eight
track positions give a maximum of seven dif-
ferent compositions of 64 bars each and one of
256 bars, and can be chained together in various
combinations for extended compositions of up
to 256 bars each.

A programmable D.C. BAR allows you to pro-
gram the final bar of a Track composition to
begin again at the first bar.

The TR-606 can be connected to a variety of
digital sequencers, synthesizers and other
devices for synchronized rhythmic control of
sound, expanding its live performance, com-
posing and recording applications.

The TR-808 is exceptionally compact, and for
maximum portability features battery opera-
tion for all functions including a seif-contained
Headphone Amplifier for monitoring through
any Stereo Headphone. For extended battery
life, a socket is included on the back panel for
connection to an optional Boss ACA Battery
Eliminator.

The TR-806 owner’s manual has two courses
consisting of a Basic Course and an Advanced
Course, because these unique functions should
be completely understood.



BASIC COURSE

Basic Connections

This Basic Course will provide essential infor-
mation needed to satisfactorily operate the TR-
606 Drumatix. For complete information and
more complex applications, refer to the Ad-
vanced Course Manual.

Output

Headphone jack

AC Adaptor jack

@ Please connect a Boss ACA
Battery Eliminator to this

socket.

e Do not connect any other brand
of Battery Eliminator as this
could damage the internal cir-
cuitry of the TR-606.

Caution

It should be noted that when using the TR-606
by itself (without interfacing with other units
using the SYNC connection), the SYNC
INPUT/OUTPUT switch on the back panel
should be set to the OUTPUT position. The
TR-606 will not operate with this switch at
the INPUT position.

Output Input

Synchrojack  SYNC Switch




BASIC COURSE (Cont'd)

Choosing Amplification

The TR-606 Rhythm Composer may be moni-
tored through any conventional amplification,
but ideal amplification will reproduce its
realistic drum sounds faithfully with a mini-
mum of added distortion and coloration.

Audio QOUTPUT

The OUTPUT jack on the back panel of the
TR-606 presents the summed output of the in-
dividual INSTRUMENT MIX LEVEL @ con-
trols as adjusted by the master VOLUME (B)
contro! to allow very precise control over the
TR-606 final output level and balance.

HEADPHONE Jack

The TR-606 also provides self-contained ampli-

fication for any conventional stereo head-
phones through a % inch stereo phone jack on
the back panel. The HEADPHONE OUTPUT
level is controlled by the master VOLUME
control (&) in combination with the individual
INSTRUMENT MIX LEVEL ) controls.

AC ADAPTOR {OPTION)

BOSS ACA-120
FOR 117V AC

BOSS ACA-240
FOR 240V AC

Battery Eliminator

The TR-606 is fully portable, normally relying
on batteries for all internal functions and to
power the self-contained Headphone amplifier.
To extend battery life, merely connect a BOSS
ACA Battery Eliminator this socket.
“CAUTION" Don’'t connect any other brand
of Battery Eliminator, as this could damage
the internal circuitry of the TR-606.

CAUTIONS (Refer to below left)

o When the TR-606 is not in use for long peri-

ods, remove the battery to prevent leakage.

o /f battery voltage drops, effect becomes in-

ferior or no sound is produced. To prevent

that, replace the batteries.

e Be sure to keep the batteries securely con-

nected, even while using the AC Adaptor.

* Even if AC Adaptor cord comes out during
performance, if the batteries are connected,
the TR-606 will continue to operate.

o/f this unit is not to be used for long periods of
time, please be sure to switch the power off
and remove the exausted batteries, or various
troubles may be caused by battery leakage.

Use BOSS AC adaptor
for AC operation.

Use of a different
adaptor may cause
improper operation or
no sound.

BOSS ACA-220
FOR 220V AC

Memory Back-Up

The TR-606 Rhythm Composer features a non-
volatile memory which will retain Rhythm
Patterns and Track compositions when switch-
ed ‘OFF’ and disconnected from any external
power source. The TR-606 relies on its batteries
for its back-up circuit to protect these memories.
Always replace the TR-606's batteries with a
complete set of fresh batteries when the RUN/
BATTERY Indicator LED (G) either flashes

or fails to illuminate during the normal Run
condition of the TR-606. If the batteries are
changed quickly, within one minute, the
memory can retain the DATA.
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Front and Back FRONT PANEL LAYOUT
Panel Layout
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